View from the Péws
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Below is the sermon written and delivered by Brittany Fiker on the morning of Children’s
Day, June 14, 2009

For the past year we have been studying the Beatitudes $unday School. By learning them,
we were able to realize what each meant in differentays.

When Jesus heard of John’s arrest, He quickly left His dme in Nazareth to go to Galilee,
setting up camp in Naphtali. As He started walking bythe Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers,
Simon, who is later called Peter, and Andrew, fishingn the sea. He called to them and said,
“Follow me and | will have you fish for people.” They immedately followed Him to Galilee. When
they arrived there, Jesus had them fish for the people &t were sick and couldn’t get their own fish.
Jesus started teaching to crowds of people, spreadingettiood News of the kingdom where there
would be a cure for every disease and every sickness.

After Jesus saw the crowds of people, He went up theountain and sat down. As He did,
His disciples followed Him up the mountain and Jesus lgan to speak.

What Jesus spoke was the Beatitudes to His discipleble spoke: “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” This mens bless the people who lack spirit that they
will end up in heaven. “Blessed are they that mourn fothey shall be comforted” means the people
who are sad will get comfort from people that they know. “Blessed are the meek for they will
inherit the earth” means Jesus is saying that the weakergople will gain or inherit strength from
God. “Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after ghteousness for they shall be filled” means
that the people that don’'t have any food or water will beilled up with food so that they are full.
“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy” measa those who are merciful will receive
mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall ®God” means those who believe in God will
see Him. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shiaé called the children of God is saying those
who make peace will be called children of God Himself‘Blessed are they who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake for theirs is the kingdom of heaventheans blessed are the people who die, for
they are going to heaven. “Blessed are ye when men shaile you and persecute you and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake” mearsmply that people will abuse you and
hurt you and say evil against you falsely because of your lefls, but “rejoice and be exceedingly
glad for great is your reward in heaven, for so persecutethey the prophets which were before
you,” meaning that you should be happy and that your life wllhave great rewards because of the
prophets who died before you.

Unlike the Ten Commandments that were direct ordersfrom God, the Beatitudes are
promises from God. The Beatitudes teach us to look fdhe blessings on earth such as happiness,
peace, and joy that only come from God here on earth. though we may not always find time to
follow these blessings, with the help of God, we candsise a promise from God is one that we
always know we can count upon to be kept, to give us theesigth and courage we need every day.
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